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It is well known that environmental 
enrichment provides several 

pigs, such as reducing tail biting, 
increasing play, and improving 
disease resiliency. In the Canadian 
Code of practice for the Care and 
Handling of Pigs it is required that 
all pigs are provided with multiple 
forms of enrichment. Although 
providing enrichment to pigs has 
been required for over a decade, 

producers face several challenges that severely limit their ability 
to meet these Code requirements such as enrichment/labour 

cost, biosecurity, and the safety of the manure system. To avoid 
these three major challenges, this project utilized periodic 
enrichment of providing loosely crumpled newsprint* which was 
sprayed with a liquid solution (Phytozen) that, when supplied in 
the water, has been shown to reduce aggression in pigs. 

There is ample research to suggest that providing effective 

behaviours, such as exploration and rooting, will improve 
the physical, physiological, and psychological health of pigs. 

of providing enrichment during different life stages and how this 
may affect pigs’ behaviour and production throughout the rest of 
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Coming Events

Marllon de Oliveira 

The NSERC Industrial 
Research Chair in Swine 

Originally from Itabira, Brazil, Marllon José 
Karpeggiane de Oliveira obtained his 
undergraduate in Animal Science from Instituto 
Federal de Minas Gerais – IFMG. He completed 
his Master’s degree in 2019, and Ph.D. in 2023, 
in Animal Science at Universidade Estadual 

Paulista “Julio de Mesquita Filho” (UNESP-Jaboticabal). His MSc research 
focused on evaluating the use of feed additives (probiotics) for broilers 
under enteric pathogen challenge, while during his Ph.D. he focused on 
understanding the interaction between nutrition and heat-stressed pigs. In 
2024, he joined the University of Saskatchewan and Prairie Swine Centre as 
a postdoctoral fellow under the supervision of Dr. Dan Columbus.

February 5-6
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Expo
February 20

Swift Current, Saskatchewan

Ontario Swine Conference
March 25-26

London, Ontario

June 11-12
Red Deer, Alberta

June 18-19
Stratford, Ontario


