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Take home messages

• Consider increasing the NE level of

40% hybrid rye. 
• Overall, hogs can handle 40% hybrid

• A good strategy to save money on

be to reduce the dietary NE level, as 
long as hogs can increase their feed 
intake to make up for the reduced   
energy level.

Why look at energy level in hybrid rye diets?

Long term sustainability of the livestock industries in the 
Canadian Prairies is dependent on reduced reliance on grains 

improved yield potential of 25 to 30% higher than older varieties 

hybrid varieties (developed by KWS in Germany) not only have 
increased yields but have improved grain quality and are more 
resistant to ergot.  

Net energy (NE), standardized ileal digestible (SID) lysine 

and barley. Hybrid rye also contains large amounts of highly 
digestible starch and similar amounts of SID amino acids and 
standardized total tract digestible P as corn, suggesting that 

Several studies observed slightly reduced feed intake for pigs fed 
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designed to determine if an increased dietary energy content 

Hog trial setup

resulting in 4 treatments and n = 8 pens per treatment. Hybrid 

KWS LOCHOW GMBH (Bergen, Germany) and obtained from 

to have similar dietary inclusion levels of all major ingredients 

diet in pelleted form.

to slaughter. Provided that a marked improvement on the 

treatments implemented in the study could potentially serve as 

What we found

relative to the high energy diets.

hybrid rye inclusion resulted in decreased feed 

no longer different among the treatments (Figure 2).

by NE level. 

What these results mean

intake may have also partially been due to the greater dietary 

pigs to consume more feed.
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NE level helped hogs on the hybrid rye diets 

fed the high NE hybrid rye diet compared to 

compensatory gain happened. After d 28, there 

level of the diet may need to be considered 

but that overall, pigs can handle 40% hybrid rye 

level needs to be increased. As a result, the 

if it makes sense to feed hybrid rye. For this 

for the high NE diets. This small difference in 
price did not result in changes in feed cost per 
hog. On the other hand, feed cost per kg BW 

than the high NE rye diets. This large difference 

Conclusion

In conclusion, it may be useful to consider increasing the NE 

diets regardless of the dietary NE level, resulting in similar feed 

hogs can increase their feed intake to make up for the reduced 
energy level.
 
Thank you

and the Government of Canada under the Canadian Agricultural 

We thank FP Genetics, Regina for the contribution of the 

Canadian Feed Research Centre, North Battleford, SK for diet 
preparation.
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