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Creep feeding is a practice that is 
widely adopted across the Canadian 

highlighted how and why the provision of creep feed can be 
advantageous, where variations in on-farm and in research 

providing creep feed is a desire to familiarize the piglets to a 
pelleted diet; another major factor in providing creep feed was 

producers said they were able to measure the impact of creep 
feeding by how well the piglets transitioned once they were 

With modern genetics, it is common most sows are producing 

during the lactation period, creating more competition 

piglet growth and result in a lack of uniformity of piglet size 

larger piglets will continue to demand more milk as the sow 

drive for additional creep feeding research, as well as what 

Why we creep feed

as follows, with no particular order of importance:

- Large litters or low milk supply;

- Late-weaning systems; and

to different results, and each approach to creep feeding may 

were three main factors attributed to the variation of results 

genetics, individual growth capacity, litter size, and other 

the application of creep feed, including the duration and timing 

instead of consuming it, pushing it out of the feeder and into 
the pit; while this is good enrichment, it means that the feed is 

Timing

that it has been concluded that creep feed should be offered 

possible, and feeders kept clean and dry; this can be tough to 

What do we know about creep feeding 
and piglet performance

“Creep feed use seems to 
have a positive impact 
on maintaining sow body 
condition.”
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ensure that feed is not wasted, and increasing the amount 

Form of feed

Some studies have shown that piglets prefer to interact with and 

form is formulation, results indicate a simpler approach using 

characteristics other than growth performance, such as gut 
development and resilience, which can set up a piglet for 

Atta took time to outline some research that has been done 
at the PSC barn in the past few years, as well as discussing 

on feed complexity on pre-weaning performance and nursery 

control (no creep), simple creep (sow lactation diet), complex 
creep (nursery diet), and both (simple and complex provided in 

consumption between any of the groups, but piglets provided 
with simple creep had slightly better growth in the second week 

control group grew slower than the other groups, but there was 

The second study discussed highlighted pellet size, addressing 

contain more iron, it was hypothesized that these pellets could 

treatment groups: control (no creep), standard creep, large 

determine how piglets can be encouraged to eat more, with 

tracked from the teat to market weight, and factors such as 

control diet (nursery starter), a prebiotic diet (nursery plus a 
canola based prebiotic compound) and a prebiotic diet plus an 

no difference in feed intake between the diets, but only about 

was found to be birth weight, but low birth weight piglets from 
litters given prebiotic creep performed well, indicating adding 

has highlighted that more research into targeted creep feeding 

tissue and digesta samples were collected to assess gut health 

for larger litters or if a sow’s milk supply is dwindling; that a 

beyond piglet growth performance such as gut development, 

Atta Agyekum presenting in Red Deer at the 2026 PSC spring 
producer meetings.


