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T
and managing them is essential to 

Starting with what is known today, 
the presentation outlined the current 

issues include:
• sow retention,
• gilt development for lifetime   

performance,
• modern gilt growth rate,
• lactation feed and water intake 

and its impact on weaning 
capacity and body reserve 

with the most stated reason for removal being reproductive 

gilt development to maximize lifetime performance, the 
presentation highlighted the importance of having at least one 

are growing very quickly, it is important to start boar exposure 

gilts bred on the second or third heat have better farrowing 

through genetic improvement, gilts are growing faster; this is 
important as gilts are reaching sexual maturity earlier and there 
is a greater chance that animals are getting bred too heavy, 

be bred in the optimal window, focusing on the correct weight, 

index (total pigs born and weaned at parity 3), missing weight, 

compared to the ideal quadrant of breeding at the preferred 

Energy Requirements

there is a clear focus on peripartum metabolism and weaning 

greater metabolic maintenance needs than ideal body weight 

companies have recently updated their recommendations 

caliper stickers to provide more insight into animal condition, 

suggesting calipers should be used to track body condition 

Additional research indicates sows should be getting a full feed 

goal of reaching 5 kg at day 5 and maximum consumption of 

Water

farrowing crates, and that gilts must be familiar with the style 
and location of the drinker before she farrows; peanut butter or 
any other management technique to stimulate water intake will 
help the gilt locate and explore the nipple if you notice that she 

Implementation

Key gilt development practices he highlighted included early 

combination of fence exposure or having boars inside the pen, 

important to maintain boars in ideal body weight, high libido 

gilt pens to reduce the risk of injury (space allowance and 

system and aiming for most of the breeding aiming for the most 
breeding on the right fertility quadrant: proper weight between 

to control weight, and that it should be maximized before the 

ensuring ideal body condition at due to farrow, this will indicate 

for farrowing, feed level should be maintained at gestation 
level but provided over multiple meals, water intake should be 
monitored to ensure that the gilts know where the nipple is and 
try to load farrowing crates with gilts close together for easier 
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